
 

 

March 15, 2021 
 
Good afternoon, 
As shared in Dr. Carter’s letter on March 11, the district is increasing in-person learning opportunities for 
students. As a result, there are upcoming changes at Timothy Edwards that will begin on April 5.  
 
Change in Dismissal Time 
Beginning April 5, the 60 minute early dismissal will discontinue.  This means that starting APRIL 5, Timothy 
Edwards Middle School will dismiss at 2:40 PM.  Click here for the updated schedule of classes to go into 
effect on April 5.  The schedule will also be posted on the school’s website.  
 
Instructional Model Options 
Also beginning April 5, the hybrid schedule option will no longer be available.  Students and families have two 
options to choose from: 

● Full time in-person 
● Full-time distance learning  

 
So that we have an accurate and current account of which model students will be in, we are asking ALL 
families to enter their choice in PowerSchool by March 24 at 3:00 PM.  You should indicate your choice 
using the form called “TEMS April 5 Mode of Instruction Choices” in Parent Portal. Click here for 
instructions.  Even if you are not changing your child’s status, you must complete the form. If you have 
multiple children, you must complete one form for each child.  
 
For families who are not yet ready to return on April 5, requests to switch to full-time in-person learning can be 
made after April 5 by reaching out to their child’s school counselor.  
 
Mitigation Strategies in School 
Our goal right now is to increase in-person learning opportunities for our students, and we recognize that doing 
so also increases the number of children in the classrooms and hallways at TE.  While we will continue to 
encourage and practice social distancing to the extent possible, social distancing in particular becomes more 
challenging. In light of this, our other mitigation strategies such as wearing masks, washing hands,following 
traffic flow patterns in the building, etc., become even more important.  I have been very proud of our students 
for their efforts and compliance so far this year, and I thank you for reinforcing to your children the importance 
of adhering to these guidelines.  
 
Attendance 
If you opt for your child to be an in-person student, the expectation is that they are in school for all classes. 
Should a child’s attendance become a concern, a counselor or administrator will reach out to offer support and 
plan for that student’s success.  
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Any student who has tested positive, has been deemed a close contact and/or is symptomatic should stay 
home.  If your child feels well enough, he or she may attend and participate in class virtually, but 
parents/guardians must notify the school.  Click here for the instructions for Reporting Student Absence in 
Parent Portal. 
 
Bus Routes and Times 
New bus routes will be finalized by April 1. They can be accessed on the district homepage under “District 
Information/Transportation.”  
 
Spring! 
With the warm temperatures last week, it seemed that everyone felt the spring in the air.  I recognize this might 
have prompted some thinking about these next few months, so I would like to share information that I hope will 
prove helpful.  Below are the answers to some questions that you may have about this spring: 
 
Will there be spring sports at TE? 
At this time, we are planning to have our spring seasons for baseball, softball and track.  All students and 
families will receive information about tryouts in the coming weeks from the TE Athletic Coordinator, Gary 
Swierczynski, gswierczynski@swindsor.k12.ct.us.  Announcements will also be made on the TETV News, the 
TE website, the TE Facebook page and Twitter. 
 
Will there be after-school activities other than sports? 
Yes, we are currently planning our spring clubs and activities, or the “TE Matinee.”   There may be virtual and 
in-person Matinee offerings.  In the coming days, we will send out information about which activities will be 
offered and how to sign up. 
 
Can students stay after school for extra help? 
Until April 5, all extra help sessions have been offered virtually. With the discontinuation of the 60 minute early 
dismissal, teachers may opt to conduct extra help sessions either virtually or in person at the teacher’s 
discretion and by appointment only.  
 
Will there be late buses for transporting students home after these after-school activities? 
Yes. Starting April 5, late buses will be available at 4:05 PM on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  In the 
coming weeks, more information about late buses will be provided. 
 
Will the 8th grade promotion take place?  What about other end-of-year activities? 
At this time, we plan to hold a promotion ceremony for our 8th graders as well as other end-of-year activities 
for students in all grades.  There is much to consider given the challenges of the pandemic that still exist, but 
we are thinking creatively about how to hold safe celebrations for our students.  We are beginning the process 
of planning, and we will communicate with families when we have details to share.  Stay tuned! 
 
Thank you for your continued patience, support and flexibility! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Melissa Morgan-Hostetler 
Ms. Morgan-Hostetler, Principal 
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